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-  1  - 

INTRODUCTION 

This  paper  addresses  the  need  for  a  more  aggregate  per- 
spective on  the  allocation  of  $29  million  of  federal  funds 
channeled  to  the  City  of  Boston  through  the  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  Program  for  the  1978  fiscal  year. 

The  CDBG  budget  is  broken  into  five  major  program 
areas  of  housing,  neighborhood  business  districts,  human 
services,  capital  improvements  and  urban  renewal.   In 
addition,  there  are  centralized  allocations  for  planning, 
administration,  and  contingency  requirements.   A  description 
of  each  of  these  program  categories  is  contained  in  the 
"Neighborhood  Improvement  Program  1977  Program  Summary" 
available  at  the  City  of  Boston  Office  of  Program  Development. 

An  effort  is  made  in  this  report  to  provide  information 
on  the  CDBG  budget  by  program  and  by  neighborhood  in  a 
straight  forward  analytical  framework  without  attempting  to 
review  the  criteria  for  fund  allocation. 

The  sources  of  the  CDBG  budget  figures  are  the  Neighborhood 
Improvement  Programs  for  the  City  of  Boston,  1975,  1976,  and  1977 

1)  Program  Summary 

2)  Program  Budget  by  Neighborhood 

3)  April  15,  1977  Application  for  Federal  Assistance 

These  base  figures  have  been  adapted  to  fit  the 
analytical  framework  of  this  report. 
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THE  CDBG  PROGRAM  BUDGET  IN 
HISTORICAL  PERSPECTIVE 
1975,  1976,  1977 


Total  Program 

Housing 

Abandoned  Property- 
Neighborhood  Business 

District 
Human  Services 
Neighborhood  Capital 

improvements 
Urban  Renewal 
Planning 
Administration 
Contingency- 
Re  imbursement 


(Current  Dollars) 

1975  1976 


9,020,000 
2,528,100 

1,380,300 
2,776,500 

8,969,000 

6,000,000 

388,000 

640,000 

406,100 


9,196,000 
1,794,000 

1,465,000 
1,834,000 

6,975,000 

6,100,000 

285,000 

802,000 

2,099,000 


1977 


$32,108,000     $30,550,000    $28,993,000 


7,475,992 
2,035,900 

1,152,150 
1,709,664 

3,523,400 
5,798,600 
449,559 
810,750 
2,498,785 
3,538,200 


(Percentage  Composition) 


Total  Program 

Housing 

Abandoned  Property 

Neighborhood  Business 

District 
Human  Services 
Neighborhood  Capital 

Improvements 
Urban  Renewal 
Planning 
Administration 
Contingency- 
Reimbursement 
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Afterword 

A  similar  analysis  to  that  contained  in  this  paper  was 
completed  in  1975.   At  that  time,  concerns  were  raised  as 
to  the  legitimacy  of  analyzing  a  single  year's  community 
development  allocation  without  an  understanding  of  several 
years'  funding.   This  paper,  by  covering  three  years  with 
a  focus  on  1977  in  particular,  attempts  to  assuage  that 
concern. 

In  addition,  however,  there  are  admitted  drawbacks  to 
applying  a  comparative  formula  distribution  to  that  of  the 
actual  allocation,  such  as: 

1)  projects  which  are  created  in  one  neighborhood 
but  which  serve  a  city-wide  need; 

2)  numerous  other  criteria  which  the  CDBG  formula 
does  not  presently  contain;   and 

3)  the  "lumpy"  nature  of  project  investments. 

Despite  such  qualifications,  there  remains  a  need  to 
examine  the  CDBG  budget  in  a  concise  program  and  neighborhood 
framework,  otherwise  not  provided  in  City  CDBG  publications. 
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